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City educators
discuss how to
‘sel l’ meals tax
Increase of 2% could raise $2 million
extra for education, board, council say

By REBECCA LAYNE
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — A group of edu-
cation officials began discussions
Thursday on how to “sell” a poten-
tial city meals tax increase to
restaurateurs and residents.

At a Marketing and Communi-
cations Committee
meeting, Thomas
Becher, president
of the public rela-
t i o n s  f i r m  T h e
Becher Agency of
Roanoke, present-
e d  p r e l i m i n a r y
ideas on how to
market a meals tax
increase of up to 2
percentage points.

T h e  S c h o o l
B o a r d a n d  C i t y
Council have dis-
c u s s e d  t h e
prospect of raising
the city’s portion of
the tax on prepared foods from 5
percent to 7 percent, either by rais-
ing it 2 percentage points at one
time or 0.5 percentage point each
year for four years. The proposed
tax increase would produce about
$2 million more in revenue for the
local school system annually.

“We ’re not talking about a sig-
nificant levy in my estimation,” said
S c h o o l  B o a r d  m e m b e r  M e l
Thomas, who chairs the commit-
tee. “Remember, this is an optional
levy. No one is asking me to go out
and dine. I choose to go out and

dine.”
Becher was invited to talk about

the success of his marketing cam-
paign, Eat for Education, which
promoted the meals tax increase
that took place in Roanoke last year
and raised $4.5 million for the city’s
public schools.

Through Eat for Education, The
Becher Agency de-
veloped a campaign
logo that depicted a
fork  ho ld ing  up
books — a symbol
that showed that
the point of the pro-
gram was to sup-
port education.

The agency then
i n t r o d u c e d  t h e
c a m p a i g n v i a  a
news conference
and encouraged
area restaurants to
join in and show
their support of the
tax and its goal to

help education.
The agency drove traf fic to

these participating restaurants
through a campaign-specific web-
site and a Facebook page, as well
as with gift card drawings. Partic-
ipating restaurants received
posters and window clings to ad-
vertise their support of the cam-
paign and education, and were fur-
ther marketed by community orga-
nizations such as the chamber of
commer ce.

The downside, Becher said, was
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Honing their skills
Members of the Handley High School boys’ soccer team hop up the steps in front of the school
using only their right foot during an agility drill Thursday.

Clarke woman sues Frederick
restaurant after an alleged fall

By MELISSA BOUGHTON
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — A Clarke County
woman is suing a Frederick Coun-
ty restaurant for $500,000 after al-
legedly slipping in a puddle of liq-
uid that was leaking from a buffet.

Nan Hau is suing Hibachi Grill

and Supreme Restaurant, located
at 1080 Millwood Pike, after the
May 10 incident, citing negligence
on the restaurant’s part.

Hau claims in the lawsuit that af-
ter leaving the restroom, she at-
tempted to leave the restaurant by
walking near the buffet counter,

See L aw s u i t , Page B2

See Meals, Page B2
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Robert E. Aylor Middle School students Marcus Leon (left) and Renato Scudere won the grand
prize in the junior division of the Frederick County Public Schools Science Fair held Thursday at
Lord Fairfax Community College in Middletown. The two were awarded $200 by Valley Health.

Array of projects on
display at science fair
From biogas to fuel cells, Frederick County
s tu den t s’ work earns them accolades, cash

By REBECCA LAYNE
The Winchester Star

M I D D L E T OW N

R enato Scudere  sank
against the wall and ex-
haled slowly.

“Oh, my God,” he whis-
per ed.

His partner and friend, Mar-
cus Leon, 12, smiled widely.

In their hands was a check
for $200 from Valley Health.

The seventh-grade duo from
Robert E. Aylor Middle School

in Stephens City were the win-
ners of the junior district grand
prize at the Frederick County
Public Schools’ District Science
Fair on Thursday.

About 250 students present-
ed 229 projects at this year’s fair,
held at the Corron Community
Development Center at Lord
Fairfax Community College.

Marcus and Renato’s project
tested how to obtain biogas as
an alternative energy source
from food wastes and cow ma-
nur e.

“Nowadays, energy is expen-

sive,” Renato said.
“So we wanted to know

which was cheaper,” Mar cus
finished.

“We found out that poop was
actually better at producing bio-
gas,” Marcus said eagerly.

Mayra Leon, Marcus’ moth -
er, said she got excited when
her son won the prize.

“I probably burned their
ears off from yelling,” she said,
adding that she liked the boys’
experiment because “ma y b e

Sherando High School sophomore Catherine Pollack describes her science fair project to
Sherando Principal John Nelson Thursday afternoon at the Frederick County science fair. Catherine
won the grand prize in the senior division.

See Science, Page B8
OTDB tweaks mall
design in advance of
council work session

By SARAH L. GREENHALGH
The Winchester Star

WI NCH ESTE R — The Old Town
Development Board hopes to have
tweaks to the proposed redesign of
the Loudoun Street Mall ready by
next month’s City Council work
session.

The OTDB met Thursday to re-
view what its design committee en-
dorsed on Jan. 13.

During the first four months of
2013, the pedestrian mall is sched-
uled to receive a face-lift as part of a
project to replace underground
utility lines.

Because the surface of the mall
will be dug up, the situation pre-
sents an opportunity to change the
above-ground appearance of the
walkable business and historic
area, which stretches between
Cork and Piccadilly streets.

There is no budget for the
above-ground redesign; ever y-
thing is still very much in a “wish

l is t ” stage. Cost projections, how-
ever, put the price tag between $5
million and $6 million.

“We ’re going with the random
pavers for a non-linear look,” said
Karen Helm, executive director of
the OTDB. “We like the splash pad
and public bathrooms. We want the
two gates on both ends of the mall
to to be a mix of stone, brick and
wrought iron.”

A splash pad is a water feature
with fountains in a grid-like pat-
ter n.

But there’s still disagreement
over the look and size of a square-
shaped central gateway over the
m a ll ’s Boscawen Street-Loudoun
Street intersection.

The idea is to use the criss-
crossed arches, supported by four
stone and brick pillars, for banners
to highlight any upcoming events
or festivals.

Another OTDB design commit-
tee meeting is set for 2 p.m. Feb.

See Board, Page B8

Post-WWII paintings on display

Oil paintings by Rafal Ekwinski of Poland depict
the rebuilding of Warsaw after World War II and will

be on display at the Old Warsaw Galleries at 131
N. Loudoun St., Winchester, through Feb. 25.

Full story B6

�
We ’re not talking

about a significant
levy in my

estimation.

— Mel Thomas
Chairman of Marketing

and Communications
Committee

Alleged city bank robber’s
hearing postponed, again

By SARAH L. GREENHALGH
The Winchester Star

M ON TR E AL — It was déjà vu all
over again in a Canadian court.

For the fourth time, Canadian
officials postponed a hearing for al-
leged Winchester bank robber
James Louis Whittlesey because

he failed to retain legal counsel.
Whittlesey is the only suspect in

the Oct. 14 armed robbery of Unit-
ed Bank on Berryville Avenue in
W inchester.

The 51-year-old, who allegedly
fired at Winchester police and was
fired upon, managed to elude au-

See W h i t t l e s ey, Page B8
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Science 
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1 0 ,  w h e r e  a  f e w  m o r e
changes most likely will be
made to the plan.

Michael Baker Corp. —
the engineering and consult-
ing firm working on the re-
design — should have the
t w e a k s  m a d e  b e f o r e  a
March 20 council work ses-
sion.

A final council vote on the
proposal could take place in
M a y.

— Contact Sarah Greenhalgh
at sgreenhalgh@

winchester star.com

Board 
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that’s the future.”
All three division high

schools and four middle
schools entered the event.

Catherine Pollack, who
won the high school grand
prize of $400, drove to the
Atlantic Ocean to collect salt
water for her project.

“It was only a day trip,”
she said. “It was fun.”

Catherine, a sophomore
at Sherando, used a home-
made microbial fuel cell to
create energy from chitin
(the main component of in-
sect and lobster exoskele-
tons) and anaerobic bacte-
ria.

Sherando Principal John
Nelson, after receiving a tu-
torial on the project from
Catherine, remarked on her
admirable fuel cell.

“If anything, you could
be a plumber,” he joked.

The State Arboretum of
Virginia at Blandy Experi-
mental Farm also presented
two awards: most notable
and most creative.

At the high school level,
James Wood High School
students George Graves and
Cameron Morisak won the
creative award for their pro-
ject on the effect of different
insulators on a building’s
ability to retain heat.

Jason Lee, of Sherando,
won most notable for his
project on the effect of solar
trackers on output voltage.

At the middle school lev-
el, most creative went to Stu-
a r t G i f f i n , o f  A d m i r a l
Richard E. Byrd, whose pro-
ject was about the effect of
material on the time a log
home collapses during a
simulated earthquake.

Alexis Weir, also of Admi-
ral Byrd, won most notable
with her project detailing
the effects of the spot a trout
is released and its possible
sur vival.

Dupont, Thermo Fisher
Scientific and the Army
Corps of Engineers provid-
ed 45 judges for the event.

— Contact Rebecca Layne at
r layne@winchesterstar.com

Infor mation
on a crime?

Call
Crime Solvers
540-665-TIPS

Whittlesey 
from Page B1

thorities on the day of the
robbery and was on the run
until he was captured in
Montreal on Dec. 11.

Since then, the former
Maryland resident has been
held by the Canadian Bor-
der Services Agency as he
awaits an admissibility hear-
ing as part of the Immigra-
tion and Refugee Protection
Act of Canada.

An admissibility hearing
is for anyone wishing to re-
side legally in Canada. How-
ever, if it is found that the
person wishing asylum or
residence in Canada has
committed a crime in their
country of origin that would
be prosecuted if it were com-
mitted in Canada, they will
be deported.

“Mr. Whittlesey appears
to have been diligent in his
attempts to retain counsel
but has been unsuccessful to
date,” Immigration Refugee
B o a r d  ( I R B )  m e m b e r
Marisa Musto said Thurs-
d a y.

But she seems to have
grown wear y of the “no
counsel excuse” be c a us e
she gave Whittlesey an ulti-
matum for next month’s
hearing.

“Given that this was the
four th postponement re-
quest in this file, it was deter-
m i n e d  t h a t t h e  m a t t e r
should be set as ‘per empto-
r y.’ It was explained to Mr.
Whittlesey that barring any

extreme circumstances, the
matter would proceed at the
next sitting with or without
counsel.”

Since his capture, Whit-
tlesey has claimed he is not a
fugitive from America.

Before being arrested by
a tactical team from Montre-
al’s Police Services, Whittle-
sey was living in a homeless
shelter there. He was found
carrying a Canadian Social
Insurance card for Mathieu
Fillion and claimed he was
Fillion despite a positive
identification that he was
James Louis Whittlesey
from FBI fingerprints, pho-
tographs and list of tattoos.

FBI spokesperson Dee
Rybiski said that if it’s deter-
mined at the next hearing
that he is Whittlesey, he
most likely will not be extra-
dited immediately to Vir-
ginia.

“It takes about a week,”
Rybiski said. “He’ll be de-
ported to the closest state
and arrested there, then
there will be an extradition
hearing to send him back to
V irginia.”

Winchester police have
charged Whittlesey with at-
tempted capital murder of a
police officer, three counts
of armed robbery and the
use of a firearm in commis-
sion of a felony for the heist

at the United Bank at 1041
Berryville Ave.

In addition, the FBI at-
tached an aggravated bank
robbery charge.

Whittlesey also is a sus-
pect in three robberies in
central Pennsylvania and
one in Delaware from this
past summer.

Canadian officials believe
Whittlesey crossed the bor-
der through the woods,
which is also a violation of
their law.

A detention hearing also
was held Thursday, and
again Whittlesey was denied
his freedom.

“The detention of Mr.

Whittlesey is maintained on
both grounds of danger and
flight risk,” said Robert Ger-
vais, the IRB’s senior com-
munications adviser.

Thursday marked Whit-
tlesey’s fourth set of admis-
sibility and detention hear-
ings. His first three were

held Dec. 13, Dec. 20 and
Jan. 5.

The next hear ing  i s
scheduled for 9 a.m. March
1.

— Contact Sarah Greenhalgh
at sgreenhalgh@

winchester star.com

James Louis Whittlesey,
who is suspected of
robbing the United Bank
on Berryville Avenue, is
still being detained in
Canada, two months after
he was arrested in
Montreal.
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Solid Woods
Unfinished Furniture

40 W. Jubal Early Dr. • Winchester, VA

540-662-0647
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10-6; Fri. & Sat. 10-7; Sun. 12-5

www.swuf.com

In-house finishing available

McKenzie 
TV Stand

HALLMARK
PLASTIC SURGERY

WINCHESTER

Dr. Lambert and the staff of Hallmark Plastic Surgery
proudly announce the AAAHC accreditation of our
surgical suite. We are the only accredited office-based
OR suite in this area for your cosmetic needs.

Private Surgical Suite
Call us for a confidential consultation

Hallmark Plastic Surgery
Tel: 540-722-2280

www.renew-you.net

Member


